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The Group of Swiss Muslims (GSM)
Reflecting and acting after the referendum of November 29, 2009
(Anti-minaret vote)






Minarets, two years later:
from rejection to respect

On 11/29/2009, news of the results of the vote
against minarets echoed like a shockwave in
Switzerland, shaking up political circles along the
way and making waves well beyond Switzerland’s
national borders. South of the Mediterranean,
naturally, but also overseas, where Americans
marveled in surprise that progressive Europe
could display such backwardness on the subject
of religious diversity. Our country began looking
at the Muslim world with concern, worried about
possible acts of retaliation generated by this in-
direct insult.

Aftertheinitialembarrassmentand fearshad died
down, policymakers and citizens were left with
the task of understanding why this proposal, re-
garded as ludicrous, had been met with so much
popular support and how we could have under-
estimated the importance of an appropriate op-
position to it. Also, it remained to be shown that
the initiative “was not the expression of a hostile
sentiment towards Islam and Muslims in Switzer-
land”. In parallel with some political initiatives, a
group of Swiss Muslims formed in order to study
the motivations for the vote and identify some
specific ways of responding to it. This “Group of
Swiss Muslims” (GSM), an informal citizen venue
for the exchange of information, reflection and
suggestion, analyzed the reality and phenome-
non of underrepresentation of the community in
Swiss society. Today, it is publishing a catalogue
of proposals addressed at the government (fed-
eral, cantonal and municipal), Muslim communi-
ties and other religious groups, political parties,
opinion makers and citizens.

The debates about Islam in Switzerland are of-
ten couched in terms of the question of immi-
grantintegration, even though a large part of the
Muslim population is Swiss national and we can
only list rare, specific problems of coexistence
with Muslims in Switzerland. In fact, the analysis
of the vote confirmed that the deeper problem
raised by the “anti-minaret” initiative is related
to the negative image of Islam and Muslims in
Swiss society.

Arising from questions of national and inter-
national policy independent of the Muslims in
Switzerland, this skewed perception is also evi-
denced by the weak representation of Muslims
in Swiss public life. A desire for discretion, the
refusal to impose religion in the public domain,
under mobilized capacities, and a degree of dis-
crimination conspire to keep Muslims from fully
participating in society.

The catalogue of recommendations proposed by
the GSM provides an overview of what s currently
taking place in Switzerland, in order to promote
inclusionand cohesion. It suggests some comple-
mentary courses of action that would grant Swiss
Muslims full social, political and associative par-
ticipation, and underscore their contributions
to society. These measures aim to strengthen
two areas: communication and citizenship. The
first, because better information and open chan-
nels of communication would allow to make the
distinction between prejudice and mutual reluc-
tance, and reality; the second, so that a shared
commitment to society can overcome the fears
and misunderstandings expressed by the vote.
In this document, we can see that the majority of
the recommendations are addressed to Muslims
in Switzerland, reflecting the GSM’s desire to
engage its own communities and distance itself
from a “wait and see” attitude regarding society.
The fact remains that every effort is necessary
to live well in the context of cultural pluralism
and to replace rejection with respect. It is to this
that the catalogue of recommendations hopes to
contribute.
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Useful background information:
Principles of Swiss Politics

Federalism: three levels of government:
Switzerland is divided into three levels of government:
the Confederation, cantons (member states) and mu-
nicipalities. The Confederation, as the superior level,
assumes only those tasks which are explicitly transferred
to it by the federal constitution. The 26 cantons are to a
large extent autonomous, and have their own constitu-
tions and laws, which however must not contradict fed-
eral law. They also have their own parliaments, govern-
mentsand courts. The cantonsare in charge of the school
system, police, healthcare and levy taxes to be able to
deal with these tasks. The approx. 2600 municipalities
in Switzerland also have a great deal of independence.
This decentralised division of power and the attempt to
solve issues at the lowest possible level — known as the
subsidiarity principle —are the cornerstones of the Swiss
Confederation.

Direct democracy and extensive right of

co-determination:

Citizens over the age of 18 vote not only to elect the repre-
sentatives into parliament at federal, canton and munici-
pality levels, but they can also vote on a variety of other
issues, such as taxes, infrastructure and Swiss member-
ship and agreements with international organisations or
other states. They are called on three to four times a year
to take part in such votes.

The popular initiative gives citizens the right to propose
an amendment or addition to the Constitution, by filing
a petition supported by 100,000 signatures collected
over a period of 18 months which is then put to a popular
vote. The optional referendum gives citizens the right
to demand that any bill approved by parliament be put to
a nationwide vote, while all constitutional amendments
approved by parliament are put to a nationwide vote with
the mandatory referendum.

Information taken from the following government webpages:
http://www.bfm.admin.ch/content/dam/data/migration/publikationen/willkommen/willkommen-en.pdf
http://www.bk.admin.ch/themen/pore/vi/index.html?lang=fr
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/reps/eur/valb/infoch/chpoli.html



The GSM: Objectives, members,
meetings and recommendations.

The mission of the Cordoba Foundation of Geneva is to
promote exchange between cultures and civilizations in
the spirit of Cordoba, and to contribute to the search for
and promotion of peace. Its action research program,
Cordoba Now, analyzes the sociopolitical and religious
dynamics in sensitive contexts to implement strategies
to transform conflicts, particularly in the Muslim and
Arab worlds and on the subject of Islam in Europe.

In response to the Swiss popular initiative “against the
construction of minarets” that was approved on Novem-
ber 29, 2009, the Cordoba Foundation put together a
“Group of Swiss Muslims” (GSM).

Objectives

The Group of Swiss Muslims (GSM) brings together Swiss
Muslims that are representative of the different linguistic
regions and the diversity of Islamic practice in Switzer-
land. The GSM is not an Islamic association, but an infor-
mal citizen venue for exchange, reflection and suggestion
(think-tank).

The GSM is an independent, but complementary initiative
to the project “Muslim Dialogue 2010” set up by the Con-
federation in the aftermath of the “anti-minaret” initia-
tive to foster structured dialogue with Muslims living in
Switzerland.

The GSM group gave itself the following tasks:

— Analyzing the result of the November 29, 2009
referendum

— Determining the causes of such a result and ways
to remedy it

— Studying and describing the present-day reality
for Muslims in Switzerland

— Examining the underrepresentation of Muslims
in the Swiss public debate

— Reflecting on what Swiss Muslims are able or willing
to do in the wake of this result

— Make concrete suggestions to Swiss Muslims

— Make concrete suggestions to opinion makers

— Make concrete suggestions to the government

To that end, and to help give a face and a voice to Swiss
Muslims (male and female alike), the GSM convened
repeatedly in 2010 and 2011. The result of these brain-
storming sessions is a catalogue of recommendations,
addressed to various stakeholders in Switzerland with the
goal of a more harmonious coexistence in Switzerland.

Composition of the group

The Cordoba Foundation of Geneva approached potential

participants, selected on the basis of criteria such as:

— Swiss citizens,well established in the country,
familiar with Swiss culture

— Of the Muslim faith (observant or not), well-versed
in the religion

— Participation in a personal capacity and not as
arepresentative of an organization

— People not “over-represented” in the media, with
the idea of avoiding repetition of the known while
allowing for the emergence of new ideas

We sought to achieve, to the greatest extent possible, a
balanced representation of geographic regions of resi-
dence, places of origin (Switzerland, North Africa, Middle
East, Sub-Saharan Africa, the Balkans, Turkey, Central
Asia, Iran, India/Pakistan, Southeast Asia); youths and
adults, men and women and various socio-professional
backgrounds.

The first group was invited to a meeting; each participant
could, in turn, invite one or two others. An average of ten
people regularly contributed to the discussions for the
duration of the project.



Meetings
Five discussions were held in 2010 and 2011 on the follow-
ing themes:

June 19, 2010:

— Conceptand Issues of Project GSM

— Responsibilities of the different players concerning
the initiative “against the construction of minarets
in Switzerland”, and the first possible ways of addressing
the situation

— The overall situation of Muslims in Switzerland

September 25, 2010

— Analysis of the reasons for the approval of the initiative
(diagnostic)

— First brainstorming session to formulate suggestions
for solutions

October 24, 2010: (online discussion forums for the
members of the group)
— Concrete development of the list of recommendations

November 20, 2010:
— Citizenship, visibility, “Swissness”, Islamic identity
— Types of communication, relative especially
to the emotional debate about Islam in general
and minarets in particular
— Legitimacy and future role of the group

June 4, 2011:
— Exchange of opinion about the list of recommendations
with two people outside the group

Catalogue of recommendations

Based on the brainstorming sessions and group discus-
sions, a catalogue of recommendations and specific sug-
gestions was designed for various players in Swiss soci-
ety: the federal, cantonal and communal authorities; the
political parties; the intellectuals; the media; the Muslim
and other religious communities; and the citizens (the
general public). This catalogue also includes suggestions
for disseminating the recommendations, as well as a list
of key players.

The GSMis an informal citizen venue for exchange, reflec-
tion and initiative whose members have made sugges-
tions, assembled here in this catalogue (reflecting their
discussions without necessarily being supported by all
the members). Although the documenthas been reviewed
by a wide range of people and we have incorporated their
comments and criticisms, certainly the GSM has neither
the intention to speak for, nor to formally represent, all
Muslims in Switzerland.

In order to lend the greatest weight and legitimacy to the
recommendations issued by the GSM, it would be neces-
sary to consult a broader and more substantial number of
participants in order to get their support.

The GSM is aware that, through special consideration of
this subject, there is a risk of stigmatizing Swiss Muslims
(due to the fact that additional attention could be likely
to reinforce the phenomenon of “othering”). In effect, a
good number of the challenges evoked are not exclusive
to Muslims, and are, on the contrary, common to other
minorities, notably immigrants —and these recommenda-
tions would therefore be applicable to them as well. What’s
more, there is antagonism between the desire to enlist
“influential and representative” contacts and the problem
of reducing Swiss Muslims to a monolith by, for example,
obscuring the low or non- observant. Thus, there is a para-
dox of “non-representation” for Muslims in Switzerland.
The GSM is equally cognizant of the fact that the Swiss au-
thorities have the delicate task of preserving social unity
while interfering minimally in religious matters. Creating
new, specialized bodies can in fact be counterproductive;
rather, Switzerland should seek to make the most of its
existing structures to cross-integrate concerns specific to
Swiss Muslims.

Finally, a pragmatic approach to the question must be
given the highest priority, through daily, specific, con-
ciliatory actions, leaving political or legal maneuvers as
alastresort.



1
Recommendations related
to the Federal Authorities

1.1
Participation in the consultation

procedures

The consultation procedure is used to submit drafts of
constitutional articles and legislation for consideration
by the parties concerned, in a preparatory stage of the
legislative process. The bill is submitted to the consulta-
tion process and is generally accompanied by an explana-
tory report, which is normally prepared by a committee
of experts. GSM members believe that Muslims are not
regularly being sought out during the consultation pro-
cess nor during the formation of expert groups on mat-
ters which directly concern them. One should know,
however, that interested associations can participate in
the consultation procedures, even without being directly
solicited by federal authorities.

The GSM suggests that federal authorities integrate
Muslims more consistently in consultations on matters which
concern them. In addition, it advises that Muslim umbrella
organizations address the issues that affect them, even if
they have not been requested to by federal authorities.

Specifically:

Muslim representative partners must initially be defined
and then included in organizations consulted by federal
departments and the parliament. At the same time, Mus-
lim organizations must be informed of the possibility
of having a legislative voice for their concerns, and they
should be provided with the related resources'.

Partnerships:

— Relevantagencies of the federal departments?

— Services of parliament?

— Respective cantonal federations as partners
of the Muslim community (see also transversal
recommendations)

1.2
Coordination and communication

of activities at the federal level

It seems to the members of the GSM that the coordina-
tion between different intiatives and actions of the fed-
eral departments and branches could be improved and/or
better communicated (even though certain activities are
conducted confidentially). Among the projects that merit
being better communicated, we can include the Dialogue
with the Muslim Population of the Federal Department of
Justice and Police, an intiative for theological training for
Imams, or a project to establish a single umbrella organi-
zation for Muslims in Switzerland.

Despite the need for confidentiality in certain activities,
the GSM suggests that federal authorities strengthen,
at the federal level, the coordination of actions concerning
Swiss Muslims, and increase communication efforts
vis-a-vis the Swiss population.

Specifically:

An inventory of federal activities and initiatives related
to Muslims in Switzerland should be taken, then the joint
strategy will be readapted as necessary to preventany repe-
tition. Involving key players from the Muslim communities
in Switzerland in the development and implementation of
thatstrategy would be beneficial, aswell as puttingin place
a communication plan that combines the representatives
of the Muslim communities, so that they can inform their
communities of objectives and federal activities.

Partnerships:
— Interdepartmental coordination

1.3
Communication support through

state channels

Adearth of objective information about Islam and the dai-
ly life of Muslims in Switzerland is clearly a decisive factor
contributing to the phenomena of hostility towards Islam.
The Confederation can utilize various channels to get the
word out, and has already done so, notably through litera-
ture by the Federal Commission Against Racism¢ and the
Federal Commission on Questions of Migration®, or even
through art projects via Pro Helvetia.

Website of the Swiss Confederation: http://www.admin.ch/aktuell /vernehmlassung/index.html?lang=de

Website of the Parliament: http://www.parlament.ch/e/dokumentation/berichte/vernehmlassungen/pages/default.aspx

Sites listed in the previous footnote

http://www.parlament.ch/f/service-presse/parlamentsdienste/pages/default.aspx
Tangram 25— Hostility towards Muslims, Bulletin of the CFR, June 2010 (http://www.ekr.admin.ch/shop/00008/00074/index.html|?lang=fr); Stance of the CFR:

Relations with the Muslim minority in Switzerland, September 2006 (http://www.ekr.admin.ch/shop/o0007/00032/index.htmI?lang=fr)

Matteo Gianni (2010): Muslim life in Switzerland.

Federal commission on questions of immigration, CFM (http://www.ekm.admin.ch/fr/documentation/doku/mat_muslime_f.pdf).



The GSM welcomes the initiatives of federal authorities

in this area and proposes that they make further use of state
channels to spread factual information about Islam

and Muslims in Switzerland, incorporating these efforts
into their general integration and culture policies.

To Swiss Muslims, the GSM suggests they develop artistic,
cultural, scientific and athletic projects that address questions
of integration and coexistence and shed light on Muslims
and Islam in Switzerland. These projects should be proposed
to state institutions such as Pro Helvetia, the Service

of the Fight Against Racism or the National Fund for financial
or political support, and could be put into place in tandem
with the Federal Commission Against Racism.

Specifically:
Different ideas for private projects could be explored,
especially:
— Shortstories on the immigrant experience
in Switzerland
— Aroadshow about cultural and historical aspects
of Islam (the history of science, for example)
— Aplay bringing together actors of different faiths
— Shorts about the lives of Muslims in Switzerland,
to be presented at Swiss film festivals
— Anartisticand cultural festival at the national level
— Photo exhibition, development of a photo book,
along the lines of the book “We are French and Muslim”
(France Keyser and Vincent Geiser)
— Amobilevan as a platform for information and debate

Moreover, the federal authorities should actively com-
municate the possibilities for support for these kinds of
projects, and propose a support/coaching service to assist
with formulating applications for those who are unfamil-
iar with these procedures, especially immigrants.

Partnerships:
— Federal Commission Against Racism
— Federal Commission on Questions of Immigration
— Pro Helvetia, for strengthening contacts with Swiss
Muslim artists
— The Council of Europe, who could just as surely
be solicited for support

1.4
Going beyond the analytical perspective of
“integration” about Islam in Switzerland
Many of the Muslims in Switzerland are citizens, and/
or second, even third generation immigrants. Further-
more, only 15% of people having voted in favor of the
ban on minarets did so in relation to specific problems
with Muslims in Switzerland®. Therefore, it is not appro-
priate to address the question of Muslims in Switzerland
solely from the integration angle; one must also work
on questions of discrimination and equal opportunity.
The evolution of federal integration policy shows clearly
this direction, and the fight against discrimination will
be included in the tasks of cantonal integration offices
as of 2014. Certain cantons have already taken this step,
like the Vaud office of “Integration of Foreigners and the
Prevention of Racism”, and Basel-City which includes
equal opportunity and the fight against discrimination
in its integration mandate, after having published a
study highlighting the need for strong anti-discrimina-
tion legislation in Switzerland’.

The GSM recommends that the federal authorities not focus
exclusively on the aspect of “integration” for questions
related to Muslims in Switzerland, but that they take an open
approach to issues of citizenship, discrimination and
hostility towards Muslims®.

Specifically:

The GSM suggests that federal authorities strengthen an-
ti-discrimination legislation, and create an observatory
of lawyers who could document cases of discrimination,
conduct research and gather statistics, and thereby guide
apossible adaptation of the legislation. (cf. recomm. 9.1, the
Working World).

To further enhance the aspect of citizenship, the GSM
proposes that the Federal Department of the Interior be
the relevant authority on the coordination of questions
related to Muslims in Switzerland, as opposed to the De-
partment of Justice and Police represented by the Federal
Office of Immigration.

Hirter H., Vatter A. (2009): Analysis “vox” of federal votes of November 29, 2009. Bern: gfs.
Nicole Wichmann, Gianni D’Amato in Zusammenarbeit mit Ilka Steiner und Philippe Wanner (2010): Migration und Integration in Basel-Stadt— Ein »Pionierkanton«

unter der Lupe. Neuchatel: Swiss forum for the study of migration et population. p. 70.

Tangram 25 —Hostility towards Muslims. Bulletin of the CFR, June 2010.



Information sharing between the integration services
of different cantons would also permit discussion of
approaches for inclusion of questions of racism and dis-
crimination, if possible with the supportofthe Swiss Con-
ference of Services Specializing in Integration (COSI)® in
connection with its 2010 conference on the fight against
racial discrimination.

Itis equally important to strengthen the immigrants’ cul-
tural skills, which can be done through supportand an in-
troduction to the Swiss culture for newly arrived families
in Switzerland.

Partnerships:
— Federal branches (DFI and DFJP)
— Relevantdepartments of the cantonal administrations
— The Swiss Conference of Services Specializing
in Integration

2
Recommendations related
to cantonal authorities

2.1

Platforms for exchange and information

Certain cantons regularly consult religious communities
about questions which concern them, like Basel-City and
Basel-Countryside through the “Runder Tisch der Religion-
en beider Basel™. Channels for exchange of information
can also be strengthened in informal ways through the
participation of resource-persons in various structures.

The GSM recommends that the cantonal authorities
establish systematic and reqular platforms of exchange
and information with representatives of different faiths.
Meetings with representatives of different religious
communities should be done through bilateral meetings
that incorporate each religious community.

Specifically:

Anational conference that includes key players will allow
to learn from the experience of the cantons that have al-
ready established platforms forexchange. The nextstep is
to identify key players from the authorities and partners
representing the Muslim communities in each canton.
Regular meetings can then allow for the exchange of ideas
and information and the resolution of problems and ten-
sions that could not be resolved at the community level.

9 http://www.kofi-cosi.ch

Partnerships:

— Relevant offices and representatives of the Muslim
community

— Swiss Conference of Services Specializing in Integration
(COSI) for exchange between cantons

2.2
Support for the activities of Swiss Muslim
organizations

The presence of representatives of cantonal authorities
during events organized by Muslims in Switzerland is
an important symbol of recognition and appreciation,
which can also encourage social acceptance of Muslims.

The GSM advises that relevant departments of the cantonal
authorities openly show attention to Muslim authorities
(just as with every other community).

Specifically:

The GSM recommends that the Muslim communities reg-
ularly invite relevant departments of the cantonal (and
municipal) authorities to Open Houses at mosques, to
Ramadan dinners and to every Muslim cultural event (not
the religious ones, in order to respect the secularism of
the authorities of certain cantons). The cantonal authori-
ties should, in turn, participate regularly and openly in
these types of community events.

3
Recommendations related

to Municipal Authorities

3.1
Participation in the life of the municipality
Associations are an important factor in Swiss society,
especially in the municipalities, where they create con-
nections between people and reinforce the social fabric.
Owing to their central role in the integration of newcom-
ers, they can be an ideal platform for strengthening rec-
ognition and mutual acceptance between Muslims and
non-Muslims, in reducing prejudices. Immigrants often
know very little of the activities offered by associations,
particularly those concerning smoother integration.

' Thisroundtable on religion isavery important tool for coordination between les cantonal Authorities, religious communities and the public.
Cfhttp://www.welcome-to-basel.bs.ch (koordination fur religionsfragen) and http://www.inforel.ch/i1377.html

11



The GSM suggests that Muslims living in Switzerland
actively participate in community life. We recommend
that the municipal authorities support Muslim or cultural
associations and encourage these points of connection.

Specifically:

The GSM encourages the Muslims of Switzerland to get
more involved in community life, particularly by partici-
pating in the following social arenas: Education (remedial
classes for students, the school board, parents associa-
tion); Politics; Professional (syndicates, associations of
professionals); Associations (sports clubs, firefighters,
student groups, cultural associations); Humanitarian (re-
lief organizations, Muslim or non Muslim, organizations
for the defense of human rights).

Furthermore, the GSM suggests that the municipal au-
thorities support local Muslim or cultural organizations,
network them with other associations in the community
and integrate them in local events. As an example, the
GSM commends the project from HEKS/EPER in Zurich™.

Finally, the GSM recommends that the municipal authori-
ties provide newcomers with a folder of main local con-
tacts and offers by associations, particularly for cultural
and integration-related activities.

Offering this information during receptions for new citi-
zens may also encourage direct and personal contact be-
tween them and their community representatives.

Partnerships:

— Non-Muslim and Muslim associations

— Municipal authorities

— Resource-organizations because of their partnership
experience with associations for integration, like
HEKS/EPER

3.2
Cultural Exchange

Prejudices are often related to a lack of contact and mu-
tual understanding. Every encounter should therefore
strengthen acceptance of different religious and cultural
groups.

The GSM suggests that local authorities and cultural
associations encourage cultural exchange through
different events.

11

http://www.ekm.admin.ch/de/themen/doku/vereint_integrieren.pdf
2 http://kskurszentrum.ch/index.php/olla-comun.html

Specifically:

Many events in Switzerland can serve as inspiration and
model: the multicultural celebration in Vevey, the olla
comun project in Basel or the meals prepared by migrants
financing humanitarian projects in their own countries™
or even block parties in many municipalities. The GSM
suggests promoting exchange even further through the-
matic “open house” days, organized in conjunction with
different cultural or humanitarian organizations, with
the support of municipal authorities.

33
Supporting the search for decent places
of worship

The majority of prayer spaces for Muslims are currently
housed in old factories or underground parking lots,
which are not perceived as adequate and dignified. For
Muslims to benefit from the same integration into the life
of a city or region as other religious communities, they
should have access to decent places of worship. Develop-
ment properties or unused buildings can obviously serve
the purpose, but it is important that the Muslim commu-
nities benefit from theirright to be seen and that they not
be relegated to industrial zones, as is often the case to-
day. Places of worship in centralized locations would cre-
ate, in addition, direct contact and true coexistence, two
key elements in overcoming fears and prejudices.

The GSM suggests that the committees responsible
for development and zonal planning support Muslims
in the search for decent prayer spaces.

Specifically:

The GSM proposes that the committees of construc-
tion and development (cantonal and municipal) treat
demands for the construction of places of worship with
benevolence, highlighting the importance of transparent
and constructive collaboration between Muslim organi-
zations and local authorities concerning the construc-
tion of prayer spaces.

In addition to prayer, these places are important not only
for the daily life of Muslims, hosting religious holidays,
religion and Arabic classes, Iftar meals during Ramadan,
marriages and the organization of pilgrimages, but often
also because they often also are libraries and media centers.

Vereint Integrieren! Integrationsférderung von Migrantinnen im Bereich des gesellschaftlichen Zusammenlebens auf kommunaler Ebene mit Vereinen:



4
Recommendations related

to public instruction

The lack of objective familiarity with Islam and the daily life
of Muslims in Switzerland has been repeatedly identified
as a major obstacle to a harmonious coexistence between
Muslims and non-Muslims in Switzerland. School is the
ideal setting to give future generations access to objective
information, as well as to promote a better understand-
ing and acceptance between different religious groups.
This importantissue needs to be carefully managed within
the complex system of shared responsibility between can-
tons and municipalities regarding public education — and
in spite of budgetary constraints.

4.1
Religion and ethics classes in schools
Switzerland is currently developing some curricula for
the cantons (Lehrplan21 and the romand curriculum) that
include content on different religions and ethics — which
already exists in many specific cantonal curricula®.

The GSM welcomes the systematic integration of material
about different religions and ethics into the curricula. It recom-
mends that the cantonal authorities pursue efforts to spread
objective information about Islam and the life and challenges
of Muslims in Switzerland through the public school system.

Specifically:

The GSM highlights the need for the preparedness of the
professors giving this information and these classes.
It places particular emphasis on the importance of know-
ing how to distinguish between aspects of religion, tradi-
tion and culture. From the perspective of enrichment and
exchange, the GSM proposes including Muslim experts in
the preparation of academic material, and seeking con-
tact with different communities during the Religion and
Ethics and History courses. The prior experience of cer-
tain cantons shows, however, thatit can be a delicate task
to create modules about Islam that are accepted by every-
one, given the difficulties in terms of representation and
the diversity of Muslims in Switzerland.

Equally, the schools have a role to play in the promotion
of a better coexistence between cultures and religions, in
organizing activities that showcase the common denom-
inators and depict difference as an opportunity and not
as adifficulty.

14
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Tangram 14— Religion in schools. Bulletin of the CFR, October 2003.

4.2
Islamic religious instruction on school
grounds

At the municipal level and following the example of
Christian religious education, certain schools make
spaces available for Islamic religious instruction. These
experiences are documented in a publication by the Fed-
eral Commission Against Racism'. Various authors have
presented the advantages of this practice: Muslim chil-
dren feel valued instead of left out, while the cantonal
authorities can be be made aware of the content and
quality of the education and act to suggest adjustments
where necessary.

The GSM suggests that the cantonal authorities offer
students the option of taking Islamic religious instruction
on school grounds when legally permitted.

Specifically:

The GSM suggests that municipal authorities inform
themselves about the experiences of other municipalities
that have put this approach into action, and exchange in-
formation about the terms and benefits.

To support teachers of Islamic religion and to further im-
prove the quality of instruction, the GSM advises putting
in place recognized training for imams, Muslim chaplains
and teachers of Islamic religion’s and suggests that Muslim
organizations create a platform for exchange between
teachers of [slam.

4.3
Resolution of conflicts with a religious
componentin schools

Schools are a microcosm of Swiss society and because of
this, they sometimes find themselves facing tensions and
conflicts with areligious dimension. Teachers are respon-
sible for responding to these questions and they do so,
more often than not, in a pragmatic and adequate way.
Nevertheless, specific information and further advice for
teachers could be useful, as certain cantons have already
developed materials of this nature'®.

The GSM is in favor of pragmatic solutions to problems
related to the students’ religions. Nevertheless, it suggests
that cantonal or municipal authorities develop
aglobal framework of advice and rules, in the framework
of which solutions can be found on a case by case basis.

Like forexample at Uri where the Ethics and Religion class has been integrated since 2010.

Seealso the respective site for the PNR 58: http://www.nfps8.ch/f_projekte_muslime.cfm?projekt=124
See for example the canton Fribourg: http://www.fr.ch/dics/files/pdf23/diversite_a_I_ecole.pdf, or even Basel which published in 2007 the document

»Umgang with religiésen Fragen an der Schule« (2007), followed by »Gelebte Religion und Schulalltag«in 2008.
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Specifically:

The GSM proposes that cantons develop the teacher’s
skills on the basis of pre-existing cantonal frameworks for
adviceaboutreligiousand cultural diversity in schools. An
exchange at the level of the Swiss Conference of Cantonal
Directors could be beneficial.

Moreover, the GSM recommends that the experience of
Muslim chaplains be used to resolve social conflicts when
necessary, particularly once a recognized training is put
into place.

Furthermore, the GSM suggests the creation of a group
of experts, who could initiate dialogue and mediate to
diffuse conflicts before they escalate. Whether this is
in schools, or at a regional or even cantonal level, these
groups should include people close to Muslim communi-
ties who are used to negotiating with authorities.

Partnerships:

— Directions for public education in different cantons

— Cantonal delegations for intercultural education

— Intercantonal institutions and conferences at the re-
gional level: Swiss conference of cantonal directors of
public education?, intercantonal conference of public
education of Swiss Romande and Tessin®, Erziehungs-
direktoren-Konferenz der Ostschweizer Kantone und
des Fiirstentums Liechtenstein®, Bildungsdirektoren-
Konferenz Zentralschweiz?°, Nordwestschweizerische
Erziehungsdirektoren-Konferenz*.

— Local level: committees of local council and school
management

5
Recommendations related

to Swiss intellectuals

We refer here to intellectuals as “people using their repu-
tationinservice ofacauseto which theyare committed”?,
also known as “opinion makers”, who are in an academic,
economic or cultural field.

7 http://www.edk.ch/dyn/11926.php
8 http:/fwww.ciip.ch/

2% http://www.bildung-z.ch/
' http://nwedk.d-edk.ch/

22
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http://www.nfps8.ch/f_index.cfm
http://www.gris.info/index.php/fr.html

5.1
More academic topics related to Islam

and Swiss Muslims

The current perception of Islam and Muslims in Swit-
zerland is strongly influenced by prejudices. Academic
research has begun to address the living conditions of
Swiss Muslims only recently, particularly through the Na-
tional Research Program PNR 58 on “Religion, State and
Society”, a segment of which was specifically dedicated
to problems affecting Muslims.

The GSM suggests that academic circles address the subject
of Islam and the life of Muslims in Switzerland more in their
working themes, procedures and discussions. Broadly available
objective and academic information on this subject contributes
to addressing and deconstructing prejudices.

Specifically:

The GSM proposes that intellectuals of the academic
world create circles of research on subjects related to Is-
lam, in the footsteps of the Research Group on Islam in
Switzerland. (GRIS)* With the approach of “writing with”
and not “writing on”, the GSM suggests integrating the
“subjects” of the research as participants and including
Muslim researchers in the discussion, while maintaining,
of course, the objectivity of the research. The GSM high-
lights the importance of the creation of a series of publi-
cations pertaining to Islamist themes which are particu-
larly interesting to the Swiss.

The GSM further suggests considering the creation of a
pool of experts on Islam and Muslims in Switzerland. It
would consist of both Muslims and non-Muslims and
could serve as an observatory with specific tasks, offering
positions, analysis, ideas and points of reflection as well
as consultations.

Partnerships:

— Established researchers

— Groups and institutions such as GRIS, Swiss
Universities, or other groups of academic
reflection on the organization and the cohesion
of Swiss society

— Swiss National Funds for the promotion of research

http://www.d-edk.ch/erziehungsdirektoren-konferenz-der-ostschweizer-kantone-und-des-fiirstentums-liechtenstein

Historic dictionary of Switzerland: Intellectuals. 13.05.2008 version. http://www.hls-dhs-dss.ch/textes/f/F16383.php



5.2
Support for Muslim intellectuals

and integration into think-tanks

Far beyond the realm of pure academics exist many orga-
nizations that work on questions of organization, devel-
opmentand cohesion in society. They are often influential
and play an important role in shaping public opinion.

The GSM suggests including more Muslims in think-tanks
and circles of intellectual discussion, not only for
questions pertaining to Islam or integration, but also for
other topics related to society. Furthermore, it supports

the consolidation of Muslim think-tanks.

Specifically:

The GSM suggests that intellectual circles actively solicit
Muslims living in Switzerland for inclusion in their discus-
sions. It proposes that Muslim intellectuals strengthen
the collaboration in creating platforms for discussion, re-
flection and joint study between intellectual Muslim or-
ganizations, like the Friday club of Zurich, and their non-
Muslim peers. The organization of themed days could
be proposed. Furthermore, the GSM suggests involving
Muslim figures more frequently in discussion groups of
economic players.

Partnerships:

— Intellectual circles, such as the “Friday club”,
the “Club Helvetica” “Swiss Future”, “the Association
of Civil Society”

— Intellectuals and “opinion makers”, independent

or connected to think-tanks

53
Mobilizing Art for questions related

to Islam and the Muslims of Switzerland
The artistic approach allows for the engagement of the
theme of Islam and the daily lives of Muslims in an alter-
native, nuanced and interesting way, and can reach a pub-
lic less interested in scientific studies. Many artistic proj-
ects, often initiated by Islamic scholars in the West, have
recently emerged. Among them figure some feature films
on immigration and the lack of intercultural understand-
ing, that place the emphasis on the daily lives of Muslims:
Almanyazs, Shahada?®, The Infidel>”; but also some television
series such as Little mosque on the prairie?® or famous come-
dians such as Miisliim, Samir Alic®, or the group Other than
that, all is well>° (A part ¢a, tout va bien).

25
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http://www.almanya-film.de/
http://www.shahada-der-film.de/
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Infidel_(2010_film)
http://www.cbc.ca/littlemosque/
http://www.samir-alic.com/
http://www.apartcatoutvabien.com/

Obviously, however, art should not be chained to an
“awareness mission” and artists cannot be reduced to
their religious affiliation.

The GSM suggests that artists in Switzerland engage
questions related to Islam and Muslims in Switzerland.

Specifically:

The GSM proposes that Swiss artists stage art shows that
cooperatively engage both Muslim and non-Muslim art-
ists. Furthermore, the GSM suggests that different donors
support more Muslim artists.

The sub-branch of Pro Helvetia in Cairo coordinates
artistic projects in the region and regularly welcomes
Swiss artists: a collaboration between Muslim artists in
Switzerland and non-Muslim artists who have stayed in
Cairo could be staged around the theme of coexistence.

The GSM suggests that state and private institutions
strengthen their support for artistic projects promot-
ing a better community life, particularly in theater, ex-
positions and folk art (crafts, copper working, henna,...).
These exchanges could also take place in both profes-
sional and art schools.

Finally, the GSM highlights the importance of the ap-
proach through humor, as it dedramatizes and gives new
depth and clarity to the challenges of living together and
to prejudices.

6
Recommendations related
to other religious communities

6.1
Mutual solidarity in reaction to acts of
aggression against religious communities
Violent attacks directed towards members of any reli-
gious community are deplorable and must always be con-
demned. The GSM finds that attacks against Christians
in countries with a Muslim majority have often had the
effect of reinforcing prejudices against Muslims and the
rejection of Islam in the West.
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The GSM suggests that all religious communities show their
mutual solidarity in cases of aggression and violence against
any other religious community.

Specifically:

During violent attacks against religious communities
throughout the world, the GSM proposes that religious
communities show their solidarity by organizing demon-
strations (like during the attack against a Coptic church
in Alexandria, December 31, 2010, when the foundation
of “I’Entre-Connaissance » and SOS Racism organized
a demonstration supported by the “Plate-forme inter-
religieuse” and “L'Appel Spirituel de Genéve») or by joint
press releases denouncing all forms of violence in the
name of religion. Organizations for interfaith dialogue
can facilitate collaboration between the different reli-
gious communities.

6.2

Organizing joint events

Organizing joint events and activities often creates more
respect and understanding than an abstract dialogue
about similarities and differences between respective re-
ligions. Thus, the creativity of the group allows individu-
als to get to know each other as human beings and not
mere representatives of a religion.

The GSM suggests that religious communities organize
joint activities with members of other religious communities.

Specifically:

Joint activities can take place in a multitude of realms,
among them: humanitarian aid (people in need in Swit-
zerland and elsewhere); social services (EMS, hospitals);
friendly gatherings (picnics, celebrations); sharing dur-
ingreligious holidays and even seminars. Roadshows pre-
senting different religions could also be proposed, espe-
cially in schools. A good example is the national religion
week organized by the Community of Interfaith Work of
Switzerland (IRAS-COTIS)®, where the Muslim presence
should nonetheless be strengthened.

Partnerships:

— Interfaith platforms such as the Community
of Interfaith Work of Switzerland, the Swiss Council
of Religion®, das Haus der Religionen3, etc.

31
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http://www.iras-cotis.ch/seiten/f-wer.html

http://www.haus-der-religionen.ch/de/aktuell/termine.html
http://www.nfps8.ch/f_projekte_religion.cfm?projekt=138
http://www.nfps8.ch/f_projekte_religion.cfm?projekt=142

6.3
Interfaith dialogue

Dialogue between members of different religions is an
importantand very delicate step, one that must be carried
out carefully and which requires a great deal of trust be-
tween the partners. Dialogues which are, in fact, mono-
logues, must be avoided.

The GSM highlights the importance of every religious
community being able to participate at the same level in
interfaith dialogues and that they be actively engaged

in doing so. One group should not “dominate” another,
whatever the number of participants, the political
tendencies or other organizational aspects.

Specifically:

The GSM suggests that platforms for interfaith dialogue
actively contact potential participants and organizational
representatives to achieve balance among the participants.

The GSM suggests that Muslim organizations encour-
age Muslim representatives to participate in platforms
for dialogue.

7
Recommendations related

to the Media

7.1
Media coverage on themes related

to Islam and Muslims in Switzerland

The GSM is based on the findings of projects by the National
Program of Research PNR 58 on the role of media in culture
clashes and the representation of religion* and religious
communities on televisions. We emphasize the central role
of mediain information and opinion-making, in particular
on tolerance towards minority religions in Switzerland and
therefore Islam. But journalists often lack familiarity with
issues related to religion, whereas Muslim communities
lack know-how and a communication strategy.

http://www.sek-feps.ch/de/theologie-und-ethik/rat-der-religionen/rat-der-religionen.html&lang=2



The GSM recommends that Muslim communities in
Switzerland strengthen and professionalize their contacts
with journalists and the media and proactively propose
subjects for coverage. It suggests that Swiss journalists
continue to educate and inform themselves on the subject
of religion.

Specifically:

The GSM suggests that Muslim communities create a
training course and manual about working with the me-
dia. Done in collaboration with Muslim communications
specialists and the Swiss media, the training would en-
compass the following areas:

How to be proactive regarding the media:

— Develop a strategy to avoid a reactive, defensive
approach

— Propose subjects on the activities of Muslim
communities (exhibitions, open houses, celebrations,
conferences, debates, festivals...)

— Distance yourself consistently and actively from any
act of violence attributed to Islam

— Contribute regularly to the newspapers (editorials,
opinion pieces)

— Articulate the stances of Muslims on all matters
of social questions pertaining to Swiss citizens

— Provide the media with material (short films,
documentaries, even untranslated)

Ensuring personalized and professional contact with

journalists:

— Personalized invitations to journalists

— Maintaining good relationships with journalists
and commending good articles

— Sending greetings at holidays and maintaining
positive, active contact

— Good behavior atall times in front of journalists
(even in the case of disagreements)

— Making informative materials and contact information
available

The GSM also proposes the creation of a coaching pro-
gram for Muslims in Switzerland who aspire to provide
articles to newspapers, so as to increase their chances
of being published by improving the style, language and
content of the articles.

36 http://mediareligion.com/index.html

Furthermore, the GSM encourages the creation of a pool
of experts or a media center on the topic of Muslims
in Switzerland, composed of Muslim and non-Muslim
professionals who would be able to:
— establish acommunication strategy
— make topics and pieces available to the media
(articles, reports, short films, documentaries)
and know how to attract interest
— actasan observatory of the Swiss press (mapping
of newspapers and journalists, reactions to articles
and letters to the editor, contact with the best
and least well-informed journalists)
— award a journalism prize for particularly informative
reports

Finally, the GSM recommends that Swiss journalists at-
tend training seminars on the topic of different reli-
gions, like those organized by the program “Media and
Religion” and the Religioscope Institute3 or inter-cultural
understanding trainings just like those organized by busi-
nesses with overseas connections.

8
Recommendations related
to the political parties

8.1

Political participation as voters

Participating actively in local, regional and national poli-
ticsisanimportantfactor thatallowsoneto fullyembrace
their citizenship. The turnout for votes and elections in
Switzerland is generally low, and the GSM supposes that
Muslim citizens are no exception.

The GSM recommends that Muslim organizations and
political parties encourage the active participation of
Muslim citizens as voters. The GSM highlights the general
importance of promoting the idea of complete citizenship

to encourage Muslims to play their full part in civic life.
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Specifically:

During political campaigns, the GSM suggests that politi-
cal parties organize conferences and debates in collabo-
ration with Muslim organizations, so as to directly reach
this group of voters and, more specifically, the youth. At
the same time, it encourages Swiss Muslims to actively
participate in campaigns and events before votes and
elections. These measures should increase the rate of
participation among Swiss Muslims and will make that
segment of the electorate more visible to the parties.

The GSM suggests that Muslims adopt positions on all
matters of political questions to underscore their shared
values and show a vested interest in society at large.

Finally, the GSM suggests that Muslim organizations of-
fer its members a course in civics, to encourage them to
fully embrace their citizenship. This will make the com-
munity’s commitment to the promotion of Swiss civic
values obvious.

Partnerships:

— The GSM highlights the importance of reaching out
to all the political parties, regardless of their position
on the presence of Muslims in Switzerland.

8.2

Political participation as candidates
Participating actively in the local, regional and national
political scene is an important component of engaged,
constructive citizenship. Yet, many local political parties
have difficulty in finding candidates for elections, and the
participation of politicians from the Muslim community
remains weak (in spite of progress at the local and region-
allevels.)

The GSM recommends that Muslim organizations
and local political parties encourage political participation
amonyg citizens of the Muslim faith.

Specifically:

The GSM suggests that Muslim organizations and local po-
litical parties motivate Muslim citizens to actas candidates
in municipal elections and/or for the standing committee
of polls and vote counting in certain municipalities.

The GSM also recommends organizing meetings between
young Muslims and the youth element of political parties
to promote youth participation in political processes.

8.3
Mobilization of lobbying tools

Lobbying in Switzerland is done directly through the peo-
ple elected to Parliament, even though there are other
institutionalized opportunities like the participation of
experts in commissions or procedures for consultation.
Many recent legal projects have directly touched upon the
interests of Muslims in Switzerland, and the big political
parties have each created strategic materials on the sub-
ject of Islam, often without consulting representatives
of the Muslim community. Muslims in Switzerland must
strengthen their ties with members of Parliamentand po-
litical parties to give voice to their concerns.

The GSM recommends that Muslim organizations organize
effective lobbying aimed at political parties and members
of Parliament.

Specifically:

The GSM suggests that Muslim organizations offer infor-
mationand provide contactsto political partiesand mem-
bers of Parliament, without imposing any suggestions.
To make the parties aware of the concerns of Muslims
in Switzerland, it recommends that some Swiss citizens
of the Muslim faith play the role of mediator or “bridge”
between the different cultural and religious groups, espe-
cially through permanent discussion groups with various
political parties.

The GSM would like to draw attention to the importance
of adapting communication strategies to suit each politi-
cal party (cf. recomm. Media)

9
Recommendations related

to the working world

9.1
Promoting access to the labor market

Work is an essential factor in the integration of immi-
grants. Nevertheless, many studies* have confirmed that
young immigrants have particular difficulty in finding
apprenticeships or jobs®*; meanwhile, young Muslims go
underrepresented in academic programs.

37 Amongothers, publication “Integration and work” by the Federal Commission on Questions of Immigration

38
(http://www.ekm.admin.ch/fr/documentation/doku/mat_arbeit_f.pdf)

Theres Egger (2003): Integration and work. Documentation on the immigration policy. Bern: Federal Commission of Foreigners.



The GSM suggests that Muslim communities as well as
relevant institutions and organizations (cantonal economic
services, syndicates, employer unions...) promote

equal opportunity access to the labor market for all youth,
regardless of their country of origin or religious faith.

Specifically:

The GSM proposes that Muslim communities undertake an
appraisal of studies to understand the reasons for exclu-
sion and propose solutions in updating and deepening the
outdated studies, a necessary step for providing reliable
statistics. (cf. recomm. 1.4, observatory in cases of discrimination)

To strengthen the training of young Muslims, the GSM
suggests that Muslim communities offer academic sup-
port and establish a scholarship fund to allow further
education. The GSM suggests that Muslim communities
encourage their youth to make use of tutoring services to
gain access to apprenticeships (ex: the tutorial program
“Ithaka™ and the Bernese project “incluso” for female
immigrants+). The GSM encourages professional Muslims
to take on more tutoring roles, and Muslim employers to
create apprenticeships. Furthermore, the GSM proposes
that we consider anonymizing applications.

10
Recommendations related to
information and awareness raising

10.1
Deconstructing prejudices

and disarming fears

Recent times have seen an intensification of contempt
and fear towards Islam and Muslims in the West. It is obvi-
ously counterproductive to reject anxiety on the basis of
its irrationality, but the fact remains that the hostile sen-
timents towards Muslims in Europe are based more on
prejudices than on facts or real experiences. In respond-
ing to these fears, it is paramount to deconstruct preju-
dices and show Islam and Muslims in all their diversity.

The GSM recommends that all players who can and wish
tospread factual, objective and diversified information about
Islam and the daily life of Muslims in Switzerland do so.

39 http://www.hfh.ch/webautor-data/70/szhog_Ithaka-Schellenberg-Studer.pdf
4% http://www.isabern.ch/front_content.php?idcat=17

4! Asan example: http://www.inspiredbymuhammad.com/campaign.php

42 http://www.aller-anfang-ist-begegnung.ch/

4 http://www.tuos.ch/fr.html

Multiplying opportunities for discussion and exchange on the
subjectwill allow for:
— revising prejudices and irrational representations
of Muslims and Islam and disarming fears
— lessening tensions, in bringing common denominators
between Muslims and non-Muslims to the forefront,
the “ordinary citizenship” of Muslims.
— deconstructing abusive amalgams between Islam
and migration and integration, Islam and terrorism,
and Islam and tradition.

Specifically:

To be credible and strong partners, the GSM recommends
that Muslim organizations unite their voices and avoid
excluding each other and building harmful distinctions
between “good” and “bad” Muslims, albeit without deny-
ing nuances and differences of opinion. It is particularly
important that Muslim organizations come together on
this point and make themselves more visible and present
in the public arena. Showing the diversity of Muslim life
in Switzerland through films, publications, shows and
publicity campaigns# (posters) can also aid in overcom-
ing prejudices and disarming unjustified fears.

Partnerships:

— With the campaign “Aller Anfang ist Begegnung™?,
foracollaboration on a poster campaign

— With the association “tuos — fiir eine offene und toler-
ante Schweiz™3, that envisions a similar campaign

11
Transversal Recommendations

11.1
Mapping the stakeholders

Due to a lack of compiled data on who does what and who is
who on the subject of Islam and Muslims in Switzerland, it
is often difficult to gain rapid access to the right people
foranswers to a specificquestion, and we risk redundancy
and a lack of synergy.

To know who does what and who is who on the subject of Islam
and Muslims in Switzerland, the GSM recommends developing
a “mapping” of stakeholders.
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Specifically:

The GSM suggests compiling data about participants and
important subjects concerning a harmonious coexis-
tence between religious and cultural groups in Switzer-
land. This detailed “mapping” of players and activities in
progress would take into account, particularly, cultural
and religious organizations and associations, interfaith
platforms, and relevant departments and offices within
the federal, cantonal and municipal bureaus. This task
could be developed in close collaboration with a Swiss
academic institution so as to ensure the objectivity and
the legitimacy of the document.

11.2

Establishing funds for a better coexistence
Many recommendations in this document can be imple-
mented by Muslim communities, given adequate financ-
ing. To supplement the potential funding from Swiss
donors, it would be advantageous for the Muslim com-
munities to partially finance their own activities, to high-
light their engagement vis-a-vis Swiss society in general.

The GSM suggests to Muslim communities the creation
of a fund furnished by the contributions of Muslims living

in Switzerland. However, it advises against making an appeal
for donations from abroad.

Specifically:

This fund will be able to finance scholarships and sup-
port for projects promoting a better coexistence be-
tween Muslims and non-Muslims. In the medium-term,
the Muslim communities could envision founding an aid
organization that would assist everyone, regardless of
religion or nationality. This would give value to the posi-
tive social contributions of Muslims. Collaborations with
similar organizations with a religious base (such as HEKS/
EPER) should also be envisioned.

11.3

Creation of a center of expertise

Many recommendations in this document suggest the
creation of a center of expertise for dealing with media
inquiries and for the organization of a lobbying policy.

So as to allow for work around Islam and Muslims in
Switzerland in a citizen capacity and not a religious one,
the GSM recommends the establishment of a center

of expertise comprising Muslim and non-Muslim experts.

Specifically:

The center of expertise would be responsible for the spe-
cificactivities mentioned in this document, including the
management of funds (11.2), the development of a com-
munication strategy (7.1), a press observatory (7.1), a think
tank (5.2), lobbying of political parties (8.3).

11.4
Creation of an umbrella organization that

represents all Muslims in Switzerland
Currently, there exist a multitude of Muslim associations
in Switzerland that have done a lot in the past few years,
but that haven’t yet established one unique representa-
tive organization. The implementation of numerous
recommendations found in this document would be fa-
cilitated by a clearer definition of key players for Muslims
in Switzerland, and by a unified message. The federal
and cantonal authorities are also expressing their desire
for the creation of a formal and democratic structure for
Muslims in Switzerland, which could be recognized as
an public interest organization. Nevertheless, the GSM
knows that it is impossible to reduce Muslims in Switzer-
land to one unique category and is aware that it can be
difficult at the present moment to formally establish one
sole representative entity.

The GSM recognizes the efforts already undertaken

by Muslim organizations in Switzerland, as well as their
success. ltsuggests investing even more and creating

a unique institution that officially represents
Muslims in Switzerland —or at least a flexible
umbrella organization that helps to go beyond the rifts
in the community and that lends a cohesiveness

to diversity without annihilating it.

Specifically:

The GSM proposes establishing Muslim institutions at
both the cantonal and federal levels that are legitimately
recognized by all Muslims. It recognizes the delicate na-
ture of selecting “neutral” representatives unrelated to a
specific community, and suggests choosing representa-
tives through elections.
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